
CHAPTER 7: CADET UNIFORM & PERSONAL 
APPEARANCE 

A.   APPEARANCE OF CADETS & PROPER UNIFORM WEAR 
The uniform worn by cadets is the same, with few exceptions, as worn by active duty Air Force 
personnel.  The uniform symbolizes a long and honorable tradition of devotion to duty in the 
service of one’s country.  For countless Airmen buried in cemeteries across the country, the 
very uniform you wear as an AFJROTC cadet is the last uniform they will ever wear.  Therefore, 
as an AFJROTC cadet, you WILL wear your uniform properly, proudly, and with dignity and 
respect no matter where you are.  Excessively wrinkled uniforms are a disgrace and will not be 
tolerated.  Cadets are to maintain and enforce high standards for dress and personal 
appearance.  Cadets must constantly strive to present a neat, clean, uniform and military image 
(well-groomed appearance combined with proper demeanor).  A professional military image has 
no room for the extreme, the unusual, or the faddish.  The way you wear your uniform and carry 
yourself affects public opinion.  Objectionable behavior in public can result in an unfavorable 
public reaction toward our program, school and the Air Force.  However proper conduct, 
actions, appearance, and attitudes can create a beneficial public opinion.  Your appearance in 
uniform is a reflection of you, your flight, your unit, your school, your community, your personal 
pride, and your personal ability to accept responsibility.  Always remember that cadets are 
expected to set the example for others to follow. 
Complete and full cooperation of every cadet is required in order for the entire Corps of 
Cadets to present a positive image at all times.  Each cadet will be instructed on how to 
properly wear the uniform and required grooming standards.  It is the cadet’s responsibility to 
ensure their appearance and uniform meets military standards.  In most cases, 
parent(s)/guardian(s) have vital roles to help cadets maintain the required standards.  Plan 
ahead and communicate to ensure cadets and their uniforms are ready for uniform inspection or 
activities.  The uniform must be kept clean, maintained in serviceable condition, and inspection 
ready.  Warning: Cadets will NOT be allowed to participate in unit activities if not within 
standards.   

B.   UNIFORM DAY & GRADING 
As required by the Air Force regulations, cadets must wear their Air Force uniforms a minimum 
of one day each week, unless otherwise announced.  Additional days may be directed by the 
SASI/ASI for special circumstances.  

1. Standard uniform day is on Wednesday and cadets will be inspected for a grade.  
If uniform day is on a day other than Wednesday, sufficient advance notification will 
be given to ensure compliance.  In the event of school cancellation (snow day, etc.), 
the uniform makeup day will be at the instructor’s discretion and notification will be 
given.   

2. The Uniform of the Day (UOD) will be announced prior to uniform day based on the 
forecasted weather.  If you are not in the proper uniform, your uniform inspection 
grade will be adversely affected (attention to detail).  For example, if UOD is Short 
Sleeve blue shirts with no tie, you are not in the proper uniform if you are wearing 
service dress (unless preapproved).  One day per month, cadets issued ABUs may 
wear them for a uniform grade.  The specific day each month for ABU wear will be 
designated by the Cadet Commander, with approval from the SASI/ASI. 

3. Plan ahead and communicate with parent(s)/guardian(s) on needs in advance!  
Maintain proper care of your various uniforms (i.e. trimming loose strings and frayed 



seams, replacing missing buttons promptly, dry cleaning, washing, etc.).  You should 
have a complete and ready uniform(s) hanging and ready (with insignia, rank, 
nametag, etc.) all in place.  Shine and place your shoes/ socks under or near your 
uniform in a safe place.  Put your hat nearby in a special place.  This is your “ready” 
uniform; a uniform that is ready to wear on short notice without trying to put 
everything together.    

a. If you need new or replacement items, make the arrangements with your flight 
commander to reissue the item(s) BEFORE uniform day.  Your uniform is to be 
inspection ready at that time. 

4. Only the SASI/ASI can excuse a cadet from wearing the uniform on uniform day.  The 
request must be made in advance and for a valid reason.  A note from a 
parent/guardian is required to be excused for circumstances beyond the control of 
the cadet.  Make-ups will be made on the next day the cadet is in school (not Friday 
since that is PT uniform day, unless PT day is changed due to weather forecast).  
Unusual circumstances, such as extended illness, may require special arrangements.   

5. WARNING:  Cadets failing to wear the uniform on uniform day without a valid 
parent/guardian note approved by SASI/ASI, will receive a 0% grade for that 
days uniform inspection (having the uniform in the cleaners is not considered a 
valid excuse unless there are very special circumstances). Cadets with flagrant 
disregard for appearance and grooming standards (i.e. pink/blue hair, beard, 
gross bulk, nose ring, etc.) will receive an automatic 0% grade for that days 
uniform inspection.  The first time this happens in a semester, the cadet will be 
counseled and documentation will be sent home for a parent/guardian to sign.  The 
second time this happens in a semester, the cadet will be counseled, documentation 
will be sent to the school administrators and home for a parent/guardian to sign.  
Parent/guardian will also be contacted.  The third time this happens in a semester, 
the cadet has automatically “failed” AFJROTC (regardless of other grades) and 
disenrollment will begin IAW Chapter 1.  Cadet will also be required to return the 
uniform.  Note:  Cadets with flagarant uniform and/or appearance violations (in 
uniform), will be asked to change into civilian clothes, if available.  If not available, will 
call parent/guardian to bring cadet a change of clothes so Air Force uniform isn’t 
disrespected and Air Force image tarnished.  The SASI/ASI may request the return of 
the issued uniform at any time when a cadet’s performance is unsatisfactory and a 
note will be sent home to parent(s)/guardian(s).    

6. The AFJROTC uniform is to be worn for the ENTIRE duration of the school day 
unless authorized in advance by the SASI/ASI.  Any unauthorized violation of this will 
result in a 0% grade for that days uniform inspection and disciplinary actions IAW with 
above.   This does not release cadets from the need to change for gym class, etc.  
Also, cadets are expected to protect the uniform by changing out of it or wearing 
protective clothing during shop, chemistry or other classes if activities in that class 
may cause soling or damage to the uniform.  When in doubt, ask ASI/SASI. 

7. A Cadet’s uniform grade will be modified if caught failing to wear the uniform properly 
any time throughout the day.   Also, your military bearing plays into your grade. 

8. Hats are to be worn outside no matter where you are.  May remove in a car or bus, 
but when you leave the vehicle your hat must be on your head.  The hat must be 
worn when outside, going to or from class. 

9. Only issued items will be worn on the uniform. 



C. UNIFORM ISSUANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY  
  All uniform items (except shoes, ribbons and PT gear) are loaned to you by the Air Force 

and these items remain the property of the United States Government.  One complete 
uniform set, with all the necessary accessories and insignias, is issued to each cadet.  
Additionally, you will be issued one complete set of PT gear (blue/gold NC-804 shorts, t-
shirt, sweat pants and sweat shirt) to keep.  When a cadet is issued a uniform item, he/she 
is required to sign and initial a Custody Receipt Form which includes the replacement 
costs of each item.  At that time, the cadet becomes responsible for the care, cleaning 
(pay attention to dry clean only items), maintenance and protection of each uniform 
item.  A copy of the Custody Receipt Form will be sent home for a parent/guardian to sign.  
It is extremely important that each cadet understand that all items issued to him/her must 
be returned or paid for before the end of the school year or when leaving the program (i.e. 
end of semester or disenrolled).  If an item is damaged or destroyed, it must be paid for if 
due to negligence.  The uniform must be dry cleaned before returning.  When turned in, 
the service coat, blue trousers, and light weight blue jacket must still be in dry 
cleaner plastic wrap with receipt attached.  If not returned dry cleaned, an additional 
$25 will be owed to cover the cleaning.  As part of the “return or pay policy,” any cadet who 
fails to turn in their uniform or pay for items lost or damaged will be placed on the school’s 
financial obligation list and will not walk with their graduating class, receive a diploma or 
AFJROTC Certificate.   

 
D. CARE OF UNIFORM 

Cadet is responsible for keeping the uniform inspection ready and clean throughout the 
semester or year.  Blue short sleeve shirts and ABUs should be washed in cold water, 
using mild detergent and NO bleach.  Service Coat, lightweight blue jacket, blue trousers 
and flight cap must be professionally dry cleaned. 

        Any clothing item that becomes unserviceable should be turned in immediately to the ASI.   
If due to normal wear and tear, the item will be replaced at no cost.  Note: your PT uniform 
is for unit PT.  If you tore it playing flag football in the neighborhood, expect to pay for the 
replacement item.  Additionally, any clothing that does not fit properly should be 
exchanged as soon as possible.   

        Suggestions to help safeguard your uniform: 
1. Do not place in an unlocked locker or in an unsecure place. 
2. Do not lend your uniform or uniform items to another person or have someone turn in 

for you. 
3. Do not carry the flight cap around with your books.  Put your name in your flight cap. 
4. Always be alert for uniform items left lying around or misplaced by another cadet.  

Assume responsibility for turning them in to the Logistics Officer or ASI. 

E. GENERAL UNIFORM SPECIFIC WEAR GUIDELINES (ON OR OFF CAMPUS) 
 The following list outlines the guidelines for properly wearing the cadet uniform.  See 

Attachment 3 for additional information and placement of insignias, etc.  All cadets must 
maintain these standards of dress and personal appearance or as outlined in AFI 36-2903: 
1. Flight Cap 

Dry clean only.  Will be neat, clean, and wrinkle free.  Cadets will write their last name 
and first initial on the inside of their flight cap with black permanent marker.  Do NOT 



wear your hat indoors.  Wear your hat outdoors.  The flight cap is to be worn on the 
head with the front crease directly above the nose and the bottom of the cap tilted 
forward in a position that allows 1” from the eyebrows (Rule of Thumb: two finger 
widths between the top of the nose and the bottom on the cap).  Male cadets’ hair 
should not protrude in front of the cap.  Female cadets’ hair may be visible in front of 
cap.  When not being worn, tuck under the belt on left side, between the first and 
second belt loops (cap will not fold over belt or be visible below service coat; pins  
 

2. Short-Sleeve Blue Shirt 
Can be washed and ironed prior to wear.  The short-sleeve blue shirt will be properly 
fitted so that if a cadet bends his/her arms at a 90-degree angle, the bottom of the 
sleeve should barely touch or come within 1 inch of the forearm.  The shirt should 
always be neatly tucked into the trousers.  The shirt tail is pulled down into the trousers 
tightly and tucked at the sides to make it nearly form fitting.  If wearing a tie/tie tab with 
the shirt, always button the top button of the shirt (leave top button unbuttoned 
otherwise).  Always wear a clean and plain white V-neck undershirt under the blue 
shirt.  White crew neck (unless wearing a tie) and/or non-white undershirts are 
prohibited.  No items will be put in shirt pocket. 

3. Tie 
Dry clean only.  A tie is mandatory with service dress and will be worn when uniform of 
day is short-sleeve blue shirts with tie.  The tie will be either a blue polyester or silk, 
herringbone twill. The tip of the tie must cover a portion of the belt buckle, but cannot 
extend below the bottom of the belt buckle.  A tie tack or clasp may be worn with the 
tie.  If worn, the tie tack or clasp will be the “wing and star” design, Air Force symbol. 
The tie tack or clasp will be centered between the bottom edge of the knot and bottom 
tip of the tie. 

4. Service Coat 
        Dry clean only.  The service coat should be properly fitted so with arms hanging 

naturally, sleeves will end ¼ to ½ inch below the wrist. The bottom of the coat will 
extend 3 to 3 ½ inches below the top of the thigh.  Must be dry cleaned when it 
becomes soiled or wrinkled. 

5. Blue Trousers 
Dry-clean only.  Trousers will be blue and trim-fitted with no bunching at the waist or 
bagging at the seat. The trousers will be full cut, straight hanging and without cuffs or 
additional alterations to further taper the leg.  The front of the trouser legs will rest on 
the front of the shoe with a slight break in the crease. The back of the trouser legs will 
be ⅞ inch longer than the front.  Keep the pocket buttoned always and do not place 
bulky items in it.  Items carried in pocket will not be visible.  Always wear your belt with 
your trousers.  Must be dry cleaned when it becomes soiled or wrinkled. 

6. Belt/Gig Line 
The belt is threaded through the loops to your left.  The adjustable clamp on buckle 
allows the length to be changed and permits a proper fit.  When you adjust the belt 
buckle, cut off any excess material hanging past the edge of the belt. The silver tip of 
the belt will extend beyond the buckle facing the wearer’s left; however, no blue fabric 
will be visible between the silver tip and silver buckle (when buckled, only the metal on 
the tip of the belt should show outside of the buckle).   



The “gig line” is formed by the alignment of the seam of the uniform shirt, edge of belt 
buckle, and uniform trouser fly-seam.  These three should align to form a straight line 
down the front of a person’s body.  Check it frequently all day. 

7. Lightweight Blue Jacket 
Dry clean only.  The jacket will be waist length and must be zipped at least ½ of the 
way up at all times. Must be dry cleaned when it becomes soiled or wrinkled. 

8. ABU (if issued) 
Do not starch or hot press.  Light ironing authorized.   A desert tan t-shirt will be worn 
underneath.  SASI may authorize standardized color undershirt.  Thermal 
undergarments may be desert sand, white or cream colored and are authorized for 
wear as weather conditions permit.  Pockets will be secured and items stowed in 
pockets will not be visible except pens stowed in pen pocket.  Whether tucked in or 
bloused, the trouser must be evenly bloused (gathered in and draped loosely) over the 
top of the boot and must present a bloused appearance.   SASI/ASI may authorize 
sleeves to be rolled up on the ABU coat; however, the cuffs will remain visible and the 
sleeve will rest at, or within 1 inch of, the forearm when the arm is bent at a 90-degree 
angle.  Regardless as to whether the sleeves are rolled up or unrolled, the cuffs will 
remain visible at all times. 

9. Gloves 
Black gloves may be worn with service dress, ABUs, or when wearing lightweight blue 
jacket.  They will be all one color, leather, knitted, tricot or suede, or combination of 
leather, knitted, tricot, and suede.   Sage green gloves may be worn with ABU. 

10. Undergarments 
        Proper undergarments are required with all uniforms. Always wear a clean and plain 

white V-neck undershirt under the blue shirt.  White crew neck (unless wearing tie) 
and/or non-white undershirts are prohibited. 

11. Insignia 
       Proper insignia placement on the uniform is illustrated on the Uniform Diagrams in 

Attachment 3.  Contact the SASI/ASI for instructions on the order of precedence for 
your ribbon rack if question.   

12. Threads 
 Inspect your uniform for loose threads and carefully cut them off. 

13. Low quarter shoes 
Issued with the uniform.  Must be laced to the top and tied tightly.  Shoes are to be 
polished to a high shine (check sides and heel) at all times and kept in good repair.  
Use regular black paste polish (KIWI brand is best) and a lot of elbow grease.  Do use 
oil, paint on liquids or grease because will ruin shoe.  Extra credit given for cadets who 
have shoes more shinny than SASI (shoes you must shine only). 

        NOTE:  Issued shoes will be worn by 1st and 2nd year cadets.  Plastic shoes (corfam) 
may be worn at the cadet’s expense for 3rd and 4th year cadets. 

14. Sage Green Boots 
Will be worn with the ABU.  Boots will be sage green, lace up with plain rounded 
toe or rounded capped toe with or without a perforated seam.  Laces will either be tied 
and tucked in boot or tied and wrapped around the boot.  No bowtie boot laces. 

15. Socks 



 Plain black socks without design/patterns, will be worn (no ankle socks). 
16. Eyeglasses/Sunglasses/Contact Lenses 

If you wear glasses, they must not have any ornaments on the frames.  Frames may 
be black or brown material or gold or silver wire.  Brand name glasses may be worn 
with small logo on frames or lenses.  Logo must be same color as frames or lenses. 
Conservative wrap-around sunglasses may be worn.  Conservative, clear, slightly 
tinted, or photosensitive lenses are authorized.  Faddish or mirrored lenses are 
prohibited. Sunglasses (to include darkened photosensitive lenses) are not 
allowed in a military formation.  Neither eyeglasses nor sunglasses can be worn 
around the neck or on top/back of head or exposed hanging on the uniform.  If 
wear contacts, lenses will be natural looking in shape and design, and clear in color. 
 
 

17. Fingernails 
    Male cadets are not authorized to wear nail polish.  If worn by females, nail polish will 

be a single color that does not distinctly contrast with the female cadet‘s complexion, 
detract from the uniform, or be extreme colors.  Some examples of extreme colors 
included, but are not limited to, purple, gold, blue, black, bright (fire engine) red and 
florescent colors.  Do not apply designs to nails or apply two-tone or multi-tone colors; 
however, white-tip French manicures are authorized.  Fingernails must not exceed ¼ 
inch in length beyond the tip of the finger and must be clean and well-groomed. 
Fingernails must not interfere with the performance of assigned duties. Fingernails 
must not hinder proper fit of prescribed uniform items. 

18. Wristwatches/Rings/Bracelets/Necklaces 
    Cadets may wear wristwatches and rings.  No more than three rings total are 

permitted. Rings will be worn at the base of the finger and will not be worn on the 
thumb.  One bracelet is also permitted (around wrist only).  Bracelet must be 
conservative in design, (plain, not drawing inappropriate attention or faddish) no wider 
than ½ inch, gold or silver in color, and will not have any inappropriate pictures or 
writing.  Bracelets that support a cause, philosophy, individual or group are not 
authorized.  Medical alert/ID and traditional POW/MIA/KIA bracelets are permitted.  
Gemstone and tennis bracelets are only authorized while wearing the mess dress.  
Necklaces will not be visible at any time.   

19. Earrings 
Male cadets are not authorized to wear earrings in uniform.  Out of uniform, male 
cadets can’t wear earrings in the AFJROTC area or while participating in an AFJROTC 
sponsored activity.  In uniform, female cadets may wear small (not exceeding 6 mm in 
diameter) spherical, conservative (moderate, being within reasonable limits; not 
excessive or extreme) round white diamond, gold, white pearl, or silver earrings as a 
set with any uniform combination (no dangling or hoop earrings).  Earring must match.  
If member has multiple holes, only one set of earrings are authorized to be worn in 
uniform and will be worn in the lower earlobes.  Earrings will match and fit tightly without 
extending below the earlobe unless the piece extending is the connecting band on clip 
earrings. 

20. Other Body Piercings   
Cadets are not allowed to attach or display objects, articles, jewelry, or ornamentation 
to and/or through the ear (male only), nose, tongue, eye brows, lips, or any exposed 
body part when: Exposed or visible while wearing uniform, in AFJROTC area, or while 



participating in an AFJROTC sponsored activity, whether in or out of uniform.  Cadets 
not willing to conform to these standards will be removed from JROTC program. 

21. Tattoos/Brands/Body Markings 
       Whether you are in or out of uniform, tattoos or brands anywhere on the body are not 

allowed if they are obscene, commonly associated with gangs, extremist, and/or 
supremacist organizations, or that advocate sexual, racial, ethnic, or religious 
discrimination. Tattoos or brands that might harm good order and discipline, or bring 
discredit upon the Air Force are also barred, whether you are in or out of uniform. 

                 Excessive tattoos or brands, even though they do not violate the prohibitions in the   
above paragraph, will not be exposed or visible (including visible through the uniform) 
while in uniform.  Excessive is defined as any tattoo or brands that exceed one-quarter 
of the exposed body part.  Any tattoos/brands above the collarbone, i.e. on the neck, 
head, face, tongue, lips, and/or scalp, are prohibited.  

       The SASI may exercise discretion if a new cadet arrives with a tattoo that may not be 
in full compliance with the above guidance.  The tattoo may be covered up with a skin-
colored bandage while in uniform and still participate in the program.  However, tattoos 
and brands should be discouraged.  The cadet should be counseled on the fact that 
tattoos and brands may preclude him or her from serving in the military.  

22. Cosmetics.  
        Male cadets are not authorized to wear cosmetics.  Female cadets may wear 

cosmetics; however, if worn, they will be conservative (moderate, being within 
reasonable limits; not excessive or extreme) and in good taste.  Female cadets will not 
wear shades of lipstick that distinctly contrast with their complexion, that detract from 
the uniform, or that are extreme colors. Some examples of extreme colors include but 
are not limited to, purple, gold, blue, black, bright (fire-engine) red, and fluorescent 
colors.  Cosmetics will not be worn during field conditions. 

23. PT Gear/Attire 
During Cadet Corps PT days, cadets will wear issued PT gear.  See Chapter 9 for 
details.   

24. Handheld Electronic Devices (i.e. cell phone/MP3 player, hands-free devices) 
If worn on the belt/waistband, or clipped to a purse will be plain black, silver, dark blue, 
or gray. Handheld electronic devices that are not worn on the belt/waistband/or clipped 
to a purse can be any color.  Holster and other storage devices used to attach handheld 
electronic devices to the uniform or purse will be plain black, silver, dark blue, or gray. 
One handheld electronic device may be attached to a belt/waistband on either side or 
clipped to a purse. 
Wear/use of an earpiece, any blue tooth technology or headphones, while in 
uniform, indoors or outdoors, is prohibited.  (Exception: Headphones and 
earphones (iPod, MP3 type players, etc.) are authorized during air travel and/or while 
wearing the physical training uniform (PTU) during individual or personal PT in the 
fitness center or on designated running areas).  Use of a hands-free device is 
authorized while in uniform operating a motor vehicle if local policy permits. 
While walking in uniform the use of personal electronic media devices, including 
ear pieces, speaker phones or text messaging is limited to emergencies. Military 
customs and courtesies take precedence. 

25. Back Packs  



Cadets may wear a back pack on the left shoulder or both shoulders (not to interfere 
with rendering the proper salute). Back packs will not have ornamentation, a high-gloss, 
designs, or hanging/dangling objects. Small gold or silver clasp authorized, but chains 
are not authorized. 

26. Other items 
    Wallets, pencils, pens, jewelry, combs, sunglasses, and so forth are not to be exposed 

from pockets while in uniform.  An item may be placed in a pocket if it does not detract 
from the military image. 

F.  OTHER GUIDELINES FOR UNIFORM WEAR & REMINDERS 
1. Cadets are permitted to remove service coats within any classroom to avoid binding 

and wrinkling.  It will never be unbuttoned while outside the classroom.  When the 
service coat is removed in the classroom, it will be carefully draped over the side or 
back of the chair (ensure will not be dirty first).  The service coat will be put on and 
buttoned before leaving the classroom.  The service coat is not required to visit the 
restroom during class. 

2. Replace missing buttons promptly.  They may be obtained from logistics officer, ASI 
or SASI.  Buttons may be positioned temporarily with a safety pin until they can be 
permanently sewn in place. 

3. Buttons and insignias are made of oxidized silver and are not to be polished.  
4. Do NOT wear AFJROTC uniforms: 

a. while hitchhiking, participating in marches, rallies, or other public demonstrations 
or disrespectful activities which give an observer an unfavorable impression of 
the Cadet Corps, Eastern Wayne High School, or the United States Air Force.  
Keep in mind you represent all these organizations. 

b. seeking employment, working at civilian job, participating in public speeches or 
interviews, participating in court proceedings. 

c. other than the designated uniform days without prior approval from SASI/ASI.  
You should wear your uniform directly to school in the morning and directly home 
in afternoon, unless approved by SASI/ASI.   

i. Cadets may wear the uniform to church, wedding, baptisms, funerals, or 
other special events when approved by the SASI or ASI.  The uniform will 
be worn only from home to school or the site of special event, and return 
directly home. 

d. while assigned to In-School Suspension (ISS) (if able, unless same day and no 
change of clothes).  It does not reflect a proper military image to be worn in a 
disciplinary setting. 

e. while participating in sporting activities, such as gym.  You are expected to dress 
out for gym.  But after gym is over, the cadet will dress back into his/her uniform 
to wear for the remainder of the day (exception; if gym class is the last block of 
the day one is not required to dress into the uniform again).  

f. when participating in activity will damage the uniform. 
g. With civilian attire. 

5. No smoking or use of tobacco products on or off school grounds or at JROTC 
functions or on campus, or while wearing the AFJROTC uniform or AFJROTC T-shirt, 



6. Hands as well as bulky objects should be kept out of pockets. 
7. Keep all buttons buttoned and zippers zipped. 
8. Never mix military and civilian clothing. 
9. When not being worn, the garrison cap may be tucked in the belt on either side 

between the first and second belt loop.  Be careful, however, as cadets often lose the 
cap by carrying it this way (why you put name in it).   

10. Trim all loose strings off the uniform.  
11. Note:  For dry clean only items, light pressing can be done if a steam iron and wet 

pressing cloth is used.  Never use an iron on the material of uniform directly.   
12. Prior approval of any hairstyle and/or color, tattoo, or piercing is HIGHLY 

recommended.  AFJROTC determines correctness by comparing to the 
appropriate Air Force Instruction and can’t deviate from it.  Grade and viability 
in the program could be affected.  

13. The Air Force uniform represents one of the most respected traditions of our 
country and must be worn in a manner to honor the heritage it represents.  If 
you don’t want to wear it correctly, then don’t be in the program.  It is a 
voluntary program.   

 G. SEMI-FORMAL UNIFORM 
 MALE: The blue service uniform will be worn on formal occasions such as the military 

ball and dining out.  No cap is worn.  A plain white shirt with the new polyester herringbone 
tie will be worn.  The white shirt is not issued and is a personal expense. 
 

 FEMALE:  The blue service uniform may be worn on formal occasions such as the military 
ball and dining out.  No cap is worn.  A white blouse, princess line, with button front and a 
small pointed collar will replace the blue blouse.  The blue inverted V-tie tab polyester 
herringbone twill with self-fastening tails will be worn.  Skirt and pumps are worn with the 
semi-formal uniform.  The white blouse is not issued and is a personal expense. 

H. HAIR GUIDELINES 
 ALL:  Will be clean, well-groomed, present a professional appearance, allow proper 

wear of headgear.  Will NOT contain excessive amounts of grooming aids (e.g. gel, 
mousse, pomade, moisturizer, etc.), appear lopsided, touch either eyebrow, or end 
below an imaginary line across the forehead at the top of the eyebrows that is parallel 
to the ground.  If applied, dyes, tints, bleaches and frostings must result in natural, 
human hair colors.  The hair color must complement the member‘s complexion and 
skin tone. Examples of natural human hair colors are brown, blonde, brunette, natural 
red, black or grey.  Prohibited examples (not all inclusive) are burgundy, purple, 
orange, fluorescent or neon colors.  

       

 FEMALE:    
Minimum hair length is ¼ inch, to a maximum bulk of three inches from scalp and allows 
proper wear of headgear.  Hair will end above the bottom edge of collar and will not 
extend below an invisible line drawn parallel to the ground, both front to back and side 
to side.  When in doubt, assess correct length of hair with Airman standing in the 
position of attention.  Except in the physical training uniform (PTU), hair lengths that 
would be below the bottom edge of the collar will be pinned-up with no loose ends.  



Bangs or side-swiped hair will NOT touch either eyebrow, to include an invisible line 
drawn across eyebrows and parallel to the ground (See figure 3.3 below).  If worn, 
fabric scrunchies, hairpins, combs, headbands, elastic bands and barrettes must match 
the hair color (i.e., blonde, brunette, natural red, black, grey), but hair must still comply 
with bulk and appearance standards.  Ornaments are NOT authorized (i.e., ribbons, 
beads, jeweled pins).  Headbands or fabric scrunches will not exceed one-inch in width. 
Exception: While wearing the PTU, long hair will be secured but may have loose ends 
and may extend below the collar; i.e. ponytails.  
 
The intent is for pinned-up hair to be styled in a manner that prevents loose ends from 
extending upward on the head.  For example, when using a clip or hairpins, hair will 
NOT present the appearance of a rooster tail.  When hair is in a bun, the bun must be a 
single bun; no wider than the width of the head and all loose ends must be tucked in 
and secured.  When hair is in a ponytail, it must be a single ponytail (that does not 
exceed bulk and length standards); pulled all the way through the elastic band and may 
hang naturally downward and not extending below the bottom of the collar (except while 
in the PTU).  As with all hairstyles, a neat and professional image is essential.  
 
Braids, twist, micro-braids, French braids, Dutch braids and cornrows are authorized. 
However, they must be a natural looking color for human beings similar to the 
individual's hair color; conservative (moderate, being within reasonable limits; not 
excessive or extreme) and not present a faddish appearance.  All braids/twists, when 
worn will be of uniform dimension, no wider than one inch, with natural spacing between 
the braids/twists and must be tightly interwoven to present a neat, professional and 
well-groomed appearance.  When worn, multiple braids shall be of uniform dimension, 
small in diameter (approx. ¼ inches), show no more than ¼ inch of scalp between the 
braids and must be tightly interwoven to present a neat, professional appearance.  A 
braid/twist must continue to the end of the hair without design and following the contour 
of the head, and may be worn loose or in a secured style within hair standards in 
paragraphs above.  Exception: Micro-braids or twists are not required to continue to the 
end of the hair.   
Unauthorized: Locs and shaved heads.  Locs are defined as portions of hair that have 
been intentionally or unintentionally fused together to form a loc or locs.  Shaved heads 
are defined as complete removal of all hair to the skin on the head or portions of the 
head. See figure below.  Hair color, highlights, lowlights, and frosting will not be faddish 
or extreme and will be natural looking hair color, similar to the individual’s hair color 
(e.g. black, brunette, blond, natural red, and grey). 
 
Hair color, highlights, and frosting will not be faddish and will be natural looking hair 
color for human beings, similar to the individual‘s hair color (e.g. black, brunette, blond, 
natural red, and grey).  



 
MALE:   
Keep neatly cut, clean, trimmed and present a groomed appearance.  It must not contain large 
amounts of grooming aids such as greasy creams, oils, and sprays that remain visible in the 
hair. Tapered appearance on both sides and the back of the head, both with and without 
headgear.  A tapered appearance is one that when viewed from any angle outlines the 
member's hair so that it conforms to the shape of the head, curving inward to the natural 
termination point without eccentric directional flow, twists or spiking.  A block-cut is permitted 
with tapered appearance.  Hair will NOT exceed 1¼ inch in bulk, regardless of length and ¼ 
inch at natural termination point; allowing only closely cut or shaved hair on the back of the neck 
to touch the collar.  Bulk is the distance that the hair projects from the scalp when groomed (as 
opposed to length of the hair).  Hair will not touch the ears or protrude under the front band of 
properly worn headgear. Cleanly shaven heads, military high-and-tight or flat-top cuts are 
authorized. Your hair may not contain or have attached to it any visible foreign items. If you dye 
your hair, it should look natural. You may not dye your hair an unusual color or one that 
contrasts with your natural coloring.  No extreme of faddish hair styles are allowed.  Prohibited 
examples (not all inclusive) are Mohawk, mullet, cornrows, dreadlocks or etched design. Men are 
not authorized to wear hair extensions.  
Sideburns. If worn, sideburns will be straight and even width (not flared), and will not extend 
below the bottom of the orifice of the ear opening. Sideburns will end in a clean-shaven 
horizontal line.  
Mustaches. Male cadets may have mustaches; however, they will be conservative (moderate, 
being within reasonable limits; not excessive or extreme) and will not extend downward beyond 
the lip line of the upper lip or extend sideways beyond a vertical line drawn upward from both 
corners of the mouth.  They must be neat and trimmed at all times. 



Any other facial hair is not authorized unless for medical / religious reasons. Cadet must 
submit medical / religious facial hair waiver request to SASI for authorization. SASI will 
submit waiver request in WINGS for review by HQ AFJROTC Waiver Review board. 
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I.      UNIFORM ENFORCEMENT 
a. It is the responsibility of all cadets to make spot corrections when cadets are not 

wearing the JROTC uniform properly.  All corrections will be made in a non-
threatening and non-hostile manner.  Cadets making correction should address 
individuals the way they would like to be spoken to. 

b. When making corrections, it should be done in private and as discreetly as possible.  
Those receiving corrections are encouraged to accept it in the proper spirit.  Any 
cadet who feels he/she has been treated unfairly has the right and duty to report the 
incident to the SASI/ASI who will investigate the incident.  On the other hand, higher-
ranking cadets have a responsibility to report continued non-compliance by cadets to 
the SASI/ASI. 

J. UNIFORM INSPECTION 
PRIMARY:   OUTDOORS ON DRILL PAD 
1. On uniform days, cadets are to be inspected by the Flight Commander or the highest 

ranking  
cadet present in the classroom.  
2. After attendance procedures have concluded, the Flight Commander is to obtain an 

inspection  
form from the ASI/SASI. The Flight Commander must confirm that the names of all cadets in  
his or her flight are present on the inspection form.  
3. The Flight Commander will announce “Prepare for Inspection” and allow the flight a  
prescribed amount of time to correct any discrepancies prior to inspection.  Use the mirror and 
do buddy checks.   The Flight Commander or First Sergeant will then direct the flight to go to the 
drill pad if the weather allows.  Flight will march out to drill pad by Elements. 
4. He or she will then command the flight to “Fall In” on the drill pad. 
5. The Flight Commander and the Flight Sergeant will stand at the front of the flight after the  
flights falls in. The Flight Commander will give the command “Open Ranks March”. On the  



command “March”, the fourth element stands fast and automatically executes dress right dress.  
The third element takes one pace forward and executes dress right dress. The second element  
takes two paces forward and executes dress right dress. The first element takes three paces  
forward and executes dress right dress.  
6. The Flight Commander will then check the alignment of the flight by marching on the right  
flank to each of the element leaders using proper pivoting motions.  He or she will then perform 
a  
“Right Face” and check the element’s alignment. If the alignment of the elements is incorrect,  
the Flight Commander will command “Element _____. Dress Right, Dress.”  After checking the  
alignment of the flight, the Flight Commander will march to the front of the flight and command  
“Ready Front.”  He or she will then command “Elements Two, Three, and Four, Parade Rest.”  
7. The Flight Commander will march to the element leader of the first element and begin  
inspections.  The Flight Sergeant will march on the left side of the Flight Commander and mark  
discrepancies on the provided uniform inspection form as the Flight Commander calls them out.  
8. The Flight Commander will identify discrepancies on the front side of the cadet and then  
command the cadet to do an “About Face” to identify discrepancies on the rear side of the 
cadet.  
He or she will then command the cadet to do another “About Face” and then move to the right to  
inspect the next cadet in the element.  
9. After the Flight Commander inspects an entire element and moves on to the next one, the  
Element Leader will command “Element _____, Parade Rest.” When the Flight Commander has  
inspected the entire flight, he or she will march to the front of the flight with the Flight Sergeant  
and command “Flight, Attention” followed by “Fall Out.” The cadets are then required to return to 
the classroom in an orderly fashion. 
 
SECONDARY:   IN CLASSROOM 
Will be conducted in front of classroom, one Element at a time.  Elements waiting to be 
inspected will be at Parade Rest by assigned seats.  Once Element complete with inspection, 
Element will march back to seat and be commanded to Parade Rest.  Detailed procedure will be 
briefed and policy put in place. 
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